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The meeting was called to order by Board President Kathy Kolupanowich at 7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Ms. Michele Arminio  

Mr. Marvin Braverman 

Mr. Ken Chiarella 

Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich 

Ms. Patricia Lang 

Ms. Dawn Quarino 

Mr. Steve Riback 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 

Ms. Jill DeMaio 

Mr. Frank Russo 

 

JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT  

Mr. Paul Rutsky (arrived at 7:35 pm) 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Michael G. Kozak, Superintendent of Schools 

Mr. Michael C. Gorski, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE ABSENT 

Ms. Sreeja Mamillapalli 

Ms. Stefani Scalisi 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 12 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call, the Board Secretary read the following statement: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe 

Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the 

date, time and place thereof posted July 14, 2017: 

 

1. At all schools, 

2. Home News Tribune, 

3. Cranbury Press, and 

4. Filed with the Clerk of the municipality. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback to approve the minutes for the 

Public Board of Education Meeting held on May 10, 2017. Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Chiarella to approve the minutes for the 

Special Public Board of Education Meeting held on June 8, 2017. Motion carried with Mr. 

Braverman abstaining. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback to approve the minutes for the 

Closed Session Meeting held on June 8, 2017. Motion carried with Mr. Braverman abstaining.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Marvin Braverman, Chairperson of the Policy Committee, stated that the committee met and 

discussed Policy # 8505 / Local Health and Wellness Policy and copies are available for the public. 

Mr. Braverman added that the policy committee tried to accommodate everyone, adding that three 

holiday celebrations will allow food with the celebration. 

   

Dr. Kozak advised that there is a wording change to the policy that was provided under paragraph 

#4 under section B. The word birthday will be inserted, therefore it read as follows: it is the intent 

of the Monroe Township School District that all classroom birthday celebrations during the school 

day be non-food celebrations.  Dr. Kozak stated that this will take the food out of the birthday 

celebrations, however food will be allowed to be used for holiday parties. Dr. Kozak added that 

the committee encourages the use of the cafeteria food service program as the provider.   

 

Mr. Ken Chiarella, Chairperson of the Buildings, Grounds/Transportation Committee, stated that 

the committee met on July 17th whereas the committee looked into a new sound system that will 

help the hearing impaired and members of the public having difficulty hearing. Mr. Chiarella 

reported that the committee received an update on the Barclay Brook Roofing & Millwork 

Restoration and Site Paving Project and the Mill Lake Playground Surfacing Project. Mr. Chiarella 

added that the committee had a discussion relating to the need for trailers/portable classrooms for 

the 2018/2019 school year. 

 

Ms. Michele Arminio, Member of the Finance Committee, stated that the committee met on June 

17th   and discussed the following:  

Lease Purchase Financing Bid Results-for Instructional Equipment & Buses contained in the 17/18 

Budget; Insurance Renewals, with the exception of health benefits; Fixed Asset Appraisal, a 

company which appraises district equipment for accounting and recording purpose; Mr. Gorski 

provided an update on the June 30, 2016 Audit; and the committee discussed the revised 

categorical special education aid. 

  

Mr. Gorski added that the seven-year aggressive fight for “Monroe’s fair share” has finally 

provided some dividend, although it is not what administration and residents feel is fair. Ms. 

Arminio expressed that the committee wanted to acknowledge and thank the residents, committee 

members and administration for their participation and attendance in this effort. Ms. Arminio 

stated that although the committee and Board are grateful for the additional state aid they are not 

satisfied with the results and hope that citizen participation continues to rise. 

 

Ms. Kolupanowich inquired what percentage of state funding Monroe is receiving with the revised 

amount. Mr. Gorski responded that unfortunately that needle didn’t move very much, Monroe will 

now receive between 2 % and 3 %. Mr. Gorski added that the taxpayers are still contributing 87% 

to 88% of the requirement of revenue to support the school district.  

 

PUBLIC FORUM 
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Student J.G. - spoke in regards to the wellness policy, stating that the new policy will help her 

and other students with allergies feel safe in school. 

  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

PERSONNEL 

A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback that Personnel Items A- BG be 

approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 8-0-0-0-2. Ms. Arminio inquired how the AVID Tutors 

are selected, if they are college students, have gone through the criminal background process and 

are volunteers or paid employees. Ms. Lang inquired what the pay rate was. Dr. Kozak responded 

that most are college students and they do not have to undergo a criminal history review as they 

are in a classroom with a certificated teacher. Additionally, Dr. Alvich oversees the program and 

not sure of the pay rate but can provide that information tomorrow. Motion carried with Ms. 

Arminio voting no on BF- Avid Tutors only. The vote included the Jamesburg Representative 

where appropriate. A copy of the Personnel section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to 

the official set of minutes.  

 

BOARD ACTION 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Ms. Arminio that Board Action Items A-O 

be approved by consent roll call. In regards to Item J - Policy #8505, Mr. Chiarella stated that by 

the committee advocating for non-food goody bags some children may feel alienated, adding that 

some parents may not be able to afford or choose not to send in goody bags, now that child may 

feel ostracized. Mr. Chiarella stated that he would like to recommend removing goody bags 

altogether from the policy. Mr. Chiarella added that if the Board is going to make policies they 

should be fare for everyone. Mr. Riback and Ms. Arminio both agreed that there are some items 

in the policy that still need to be tweaked. Mr. Riback commended the wellness committee on their 

understanding of the importance of the issues raised by both sides. Ms. Arminio suggested that the 

Board try to pass the policy this evening and at the end of October if issues arise it could be 

reviewed again.  Roll Call 8-0-0-0-2. Motion carried with Mr. Chiarella voting no on Item J-

Policy# 8505/Wellness Policy and Mr. Rutsky voting yes on Items L, M, N & O and abstaining 

on the remainder of the items. A copy of the Board Action section of the Superintendent’s Report 

is attached to the official set of minutes.  

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS 

A motion was made by Mr. Braverman and seconded by Ms. Lang that Board Action Items A- Z 

be approved by consent roll call. Ms. Quarino inquired about Item P/School Physician and what 

the issue was that suggested a change from the previous appointed school physician. Ms. Quarino 

also expressed concern for the lack of pediatric experience with the urgent care facility compared 

to the previous physician. Dr. Kozak responded that the switched was to due Ms. Ruella’s request 

and new state regulations for sports physical processing. Roll Call 8-0-0-0-2. Motion carried with 

Ms. Arminio abstaining and Ms. Quarino voting no on Item P/ School Physician and Mr. Riback 

recusing on A-1 – Team Doctor and Mr. Rutsky voting yes on Items A, B, C, L, M, N, O, P & Q 

and abstaining on the remainder of the items.  A copy of the Board Action section of the Business 

Administrator’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  
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REVISED STATE AID AWARD FOR THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Mr. Gorski reminded the Board and members of the public about the history of the district’s state 

aid funding.  Mr. Gorski reported that he received notice that the district will be receiving an 

additional $458,098.00 in categorical special education aid. Mr. Gorski added that the finance 

committee discussed different options on what to do with the additional funds. The finance 

committee unanimously recommended to appropriate the funds against the levy to reduce taxes.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Rutsky to approve the following 

resolution: 

 

It is recommended that members of the Monroe Township Board of Education: (1) accept the 

revised categorical special education state aid in the amount of $2,434,917, an increase of 

$458,098 from the previously reported state aid amount; and (2) reduce the General Fund local tax 

levy for the 2017-2018 school year by $458,098, which will result in a General Fund local tax levy 

for the 2017-2018 school year in the total amount of $98,013,903.  It is further recommended that 

the Board recognize and extend its appreciation for all of the efforts of District Administration, 

State and Township Officials, the members of the Ad Hoc Committee for Fair Funding, the 

Township residents who signed the petition in support of an increase in school aid and the 

Township residents who traveled to Trenton to testify at the Senate and Assembly hearings.  The 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary 

steps to implement this action by the Board of Education.  

 

Mr. Chiarella stated that he agrees with the recommendation to apply the funds toward tax 

abatement. Additionally, he stated that as Chairperson for the Ad Hoc Committee for Fair Funding, 

he wanted to assure the taxpayers that the fight for fair funding is just beginning, and they will 

continue to fight.   

 

Ms. Arminio stated and Mr. Gorski confirmed that there is still time to appropriate these funds to 

the taxpayers before the Township sends out the tax bills.   

 

Mr. Riback added that although these additional funds are appreciated, it is not nearly enough, 

taxpayers are covering approximately 87% of the cost of education. Mr. Riback also stated that 

public schools are hurting financially due to charter schools still being approved. 

 

Ms. Kolupanowich stated that she is grateful that the district received $458,098.00, but the district 

is still five million dollars underfunded and is only receiving 3% of the school budget from the 

state. Ms. Kolupanowich added that other districts are claiming to be underfunded but are receiving 

40 % funding. Lastly, Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the Ad Hoc Committee and Board are looking 

to help reduce the burden on taxpayers, therefore we need to continue the fight. 

  

Roll Call 8-0-0-0-2. Motion carried.  

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Ms. Kolupanowich reported that the Board needs to schedule a Special Meeting/Board Retreat to 

set Board and District Goals, and would like to schedule it for the end of August. Ms. 
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Kolupanowich stated that they are also required to complete an online Board Self Evaluation and 

requested that all members complete it.   

 

OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS  

Mr. Riback spoke about the funding for charter schools and reported that this week the Governor 

approved five more, and questioned if the state aid commissioner has considered the impact that 

these schools have are having on public schools. 

 

Ms. Arminio stated that besides voicing the districts concerns to the state, it is also prudent that 

the community makes their voice known to the township council. Ms. Arminio added that the 

impact and abundance of student enrollment that we are experiencing has to do with the 

construction going on, and those decisions are being made by the council and planning board.   

 

Mr. Chiarella announce that there will be an Ad Hoc Committee for Fair Funding Meeting on 

August 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

   

PUBLIC FORUM 

  

Harold Kane 480 Newport Way, member of American Legion Post 522 - commended the Board 

on the eleven outstanding young men that interviewed for the Boys State Evaluation. Mr. Kane 

reported that the committee was amazed by the level of perception, maturity and focus the students 

had. Ms. Kolupanowich thanked Mr. Kane for sharing his experience and stated that the Board is 

very proud of the education that the students are receiving and the path they are taking after high 

school. 

 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to go into 

Closed Session, in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 through 10:4-21), to discuss the following subject(s): 

 

 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying 

 Donaldson Hearing 

 Superintendent’s Evaluation 

 

Following closed session, action may be taken. The discussion conducted in closed session can 

be disclosed to the public at such time as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Kolupanowich and seconded by Mr. Chiarella that the members of 

the Board of Education go into closed session. Motion carried with Mr. Braverman opposing. 

 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 8:33 p.m. 

Returned to Public Meeting at 10:08 p.m. 

PUBLIC FORUM - None 
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NEXT PUBLIC MEETING 

Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the next public meeting of the Monroe Township Board of 

Education will convene at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 23, 2017. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

A motion was made by Mr. Rutsky and seconded by Mr. Riback that the meeting be adjourned. 

Motion carried. The public meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

                                                    
      Michael C. Gorski, CPA 

                                                                        Business Administrator/Board Secretary   
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